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WISH BOOK 



About the Oysterponds Historical Society Wishbook 

The OHS Wishbook is a catalog of things the society could really use to fulfill its mission: 

To collect, preserve and interpret the history of the Orient and East 

Marion community and to celebrate its culture and share its heritage 

through education, exhibition and scholarship. 

Items in our wishbook range from large to small in a variety of price ranges, and each wish granted will 

make an immediate and positive impact on your community historical society.   

 

How you can make wishes come true 

Making a wish come true for OHS is a thoughtful holiday gift for anyone on your list who values the 

history and heritage of the Oysterponds community. 

Wishes can be granted by contacting OHS office and making a fully tax-deductible donation for the 

cost of the item.  Wishes may be granted in your own name or in the name of a friend or loved one. 

OHS will send a letter to the person to whom you wish to give this gift explaining what has been given in 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ hI{Ω Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Wishes granted will also be printed in the OHS Newsletter as well as on the website.  Of course, 

anonymous gifts are also welcome. 

 

Make a wish come true today and preserve the past for tomorrow. 

 

  



 

One-4ÉÍÅ 7ÉÓÈÅÓȣ 

 

Cordless Telephones with Answering Machine                           $80 

The AT&T telephone has two handsets and an answering machine.  We need to 

replace the phones in the OHS offices, which no longer hold much battery life and 

ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŜŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛǎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ άǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦŜǊέ ŦƻǊ 

your favorite Historical Society! 

 

Instant Camera for Use in Programs for Children and Adults    $200 

The Poleroid 300 is a film camera that creates instant business card sized 

color pictures, which is extremely useful in a variety of programs involving 

children and adult where their image is ready and available immediately.  As 

well as facilitating specific learning experiences, being able to help create 

memories for participants at OHS events is an important component of 

building our relationship with the community 

We would purchase this item to be used by staff and trained volunteers at educational programs and 

events.  Cost includes camera and ten film cartridges (10 color photos/cartridge). 

 

Digital Camera & Memory Stick                             $250 

The Sony Cybershot 12 megapixel camera with 4x zoom is an example of the kind 

of camera OHS needs to document collections objects for the museum and 

archive database as well as for taking pictures at events and programs.  The last 

digital camera the society owned was a workhorse and is no longer functioning.  

The cost would include memory stick and carrying case for the camera. 

 

Legal Size File Cabinets                              $250 

The office is in need of a legal size file cabinet in good condition.  Most of the existing 

cabinets are in poor condition and are letter-size so they ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ the 

needs of the office.  We would very much like to have two new file cabinets, each of 

which cost $250. 



PastPerfect Museum Software Upgrade                                $296 

PastPerfect is an incredibly powerful piece of software that was developed by 

museums for museums and in the past 10 years has become a field standard for small 

and medium sized institutions.  It is the database in which we store all membership, 

donor, archives and museum collections information.  It is an indispensable part of 

everything we do at OHS.  The upgrade now available has new tools that make 

functions like mail merge for the many letters we send out easier, the latest museum nomenclature for 

cataloging collections, and a vastly improved ability to generate reports, lists and summaries.  This gift 

would touch every part of OHS and its members. 

 

Digital Voice Recorder, Microphone & Transcription Software                          $500 

This high resolution digital voice recorder is perfect for recording oral history 

interviews as it comes with Dragon NaturallySpeaking transcription software.  In 

addition, it would be used to record selected readings for playback devices in 

exhibitions. 

 

Wireless Portable Public Address System                             $900 

A public address system that includes a speaker, stand and microphone suitable for 

crowds of up to about 100 would be perfect for our annual reading of the Declaration of 

Independence, lectures at the School House or Poquatuck Hall, and many other outdoor 

and indoor events that require voice amplification.   

 

 

Digital Camcorder & Tripod                              $1,100 

A professional quality 10.5 megapixel digital camcorder is an essential piece of 

ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ άǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎέ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 

history is captured in all of its richness and can be edited and preserved in the 

OHS archive.  This camera and tripod would be used by volunteers and staff 

conducting interviews, documenting local events and recording lectures. 

 



Specialized Vacuum for Museum Spaces and Collections Objects                            $1,500 

¢ƘŜ bƛƭŦƛǎƪ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ !ŘƎƛƭƛǘȅϰ ·t. ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŘƭŜǎǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ǾŀŎǳǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

variable speeds and HEPA filtration, both of which are necessary for the 

delicate cleaning of museum collections objects and cleaning in museum 

spaces.  The backpack design allows for greater access and mobility in the tight 

spaces we encounter in our display and storage spaces.  The battery pack is 

essential as most of our spaces have limited electrical outlets.  Cost includes 

the vacuumΣ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΣ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŦƛƭǘŜǊǎΦ 

 

 

Desktop Computer Systems for the Office Manager & Archivist                                 $2000 

The core of operations at OHS is a well functioning up-to-date computer 

system and software that allows us to ǿƻǊƪ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 

generating documents, graphics or backing up our membership and 

museum/archives collections database.  Both computers and their 

operating systems are out of date and neither currently have a CD/DVD 

drive, which has become an important tool.  The cost would include 

desktop PC systems with the latest MS Windows operating system and 

suite of Office Professional software. 

 

Electric Reproduction of Village Lane Gas Lanterns Installed                         $4,000 

The OHS campus is currently without lighting, which makes evening events difficult and 

deteriorated reproduction lamps installed thirty years ago have become useless and 

unsightly.  These lamps are faithful reproductions of those that lit Village Lane in the late 

19th century.  They are lovely and nostalgic as well as useful! 

Cost includes adding one and replacing each of three reproduction gas lanterns, repair 

of posts and rewiring. 

  



/ÎÇÏÉÎÇ 7ÉÓÈÅÓȣ 

 

IŀƭŦ ! ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ƻǇȅ tŀǇŜǊ       $150 

It may not be glamorous, but copy paper is an essential part of how we 

communicate via correspondence and flyers, run the office and archives, and 

create programs!  We use approximately five cases of copy paper per year 

between the archive and office, so this gift is a great way to make sure our 

wheels keep turning! 

 

! ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ tǊƛƴǘŜǊ Lƴƪ        $240 

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ǝƻ ΨǊƻǳƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōŜ 

printer ink!   It is definitely an essential part of how we communicate via 

correspondence and flyers, run the office and archives, and create programs!  We use 

approximately four cartidges per year in the office, so this gift would pay for an entire 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎΗ 

 

Host the OHS Website for a Year        $300 

The OHS website www.oysterpondshistoricalsociety.org is our window on the world 

that allows us to get information out about the organization including programs, 

publications and special projects.  By 2011, we will begin to include additional 

features such as archives finding aids and online exhibitions.  For the cost of this 

wish, you can keep the OHS website online for a year. 

 

Acid-Free Boxes & Folders for Storing Archival Documents                             $350 

Newly acquired documents and photographs donated to the historical society 

are housed in special acid-free boxes and folders that help to preserve these 

precious pieces of our heritage.  OHS currently has several collections of 

newly acquired documents being processed and more donated every month.   

The cost of this wish would purchase approximately 25 specialized archives 

boxes, acid-free folders and archival plasti-klips. 

 



Sponsor & Name the OHS 2011 Winter Lecture Series                              $800 

The OHS Winter Lecture Series has been run for more than a decade and features 

great speakers on topics of local historical interest.  Hosted at the comfortable and 

well-equipped auditorium at the Peconic Landing Community Center in Greenport, 

this series of four lectures through the winter months draws a convivial crowd from 

all over tƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ CƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ   {ǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŜŎture series allows 

the sponsor to name ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ƻǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

advertising and honorariums for our speakers. 

 

Sponsor & Name the OHS 2011 Traditional Craft Workshop Series              $1,100 

This year, OHS will begin a new series of workshops teaching traditional crafts in 

multi-session classes that focus on skills and the creation of a simple project 

taught by craftsmen, artists and experts in their field.  It is art inspired by history!  

This year, we have knitting, rug hooking, creating organic dyes and printmaking. 

Ideas for future classes include caning, decoy carving, embroidery and more!  The 

cost covers instructor fees, advertising and some basic materials. 

 


